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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Saturday was lesson day and what a day it was
—sunny, with temperatures in the low 20's and views
to everywhere. Cross country skiing obviously has an
appeal. We had 45-50 people who showed up to take
advantage of our free lessons. A big thanks to all the
volunteers (and there were many) with a special tip of
the hat to the grooming crew who had set fresh,
beautiful tracks (triple wherever they could).

It was such a beautiful day as I skied with my class
that I couldn’t help but reflect on the various joys that
skiing brings us. On Tuesday, I was able to ski trails at
Snoqualmie Pass with a friend I had shared trails with
in Colorado 30 years ago. Our mutual love of skiing
and the outdoors has been the primary ingredient in
keeping us in touch these many years. As I left home
on Saturday morning, I glanced at the Christmas card
our daughter had sent her mother which was a
depiction of a winter ritual at our house. The card
pictures a woman gently pushing a small girl on cross
country skies down a trail with the inscription reading,
“Christmas memories of the past fill my heart with
joy.” That afternoon I visited with my daughter and
her husband and their friends who had come to the hut

which was their’s for the evening. As I looked out to
the East Pioneers and pointed out Torrey and Tweedy
to my group, I expressed my eternal thanks and
humility that I was lucky enough to live in a landscape
of such abiding beauty. As my group skied down the
trail and practiced various drills, I was once again
struck by the fact that cross country skiing in a group
makes for the perfect mix of congeniality, individuality
and direct experience.

These reflections on a life lead me to note the
passing of our dear friend, Ed Curran, who led such a
full life. Ed enjoyed many a day on the trails of Chief
Joseph as well as leading summer hikes for the Club.
Ed’s passion for the outdoors was infectious. We send
our condolences to Ann and the family, and our
gratefulness for a life well lived.

That leads me to my last reflection. Life is richly
textured, but I seldom take the time to remember or
appreciate its complexity. Skiing trails either gives me
the time to reflect or so absolutely demands my
attention that these apparent contradictions, somehow,
give me the space to both remember and appreciate
that.  See you on the trails!

/s/ George Corn

The February 15 Bitterroot Trout Unlimited
program may be of great interest to many of our
members. Jamie Belt, who works at Glacier National
Park, is Project Coordinator for Citizen Science for
Common Loons at the Crown of the Continent
Research Learning Center. Jamie will be giving a
presentation on “Common Loons in Glacier National
Park: A Citizen Science Project.” Loons are one of
nature’s best anglers. Montana maintains the largest
population of Common Loons in the west and Glacier
National Park harbors 20% of Montana’s breeding
loons. However, data collected annually during
Montana Loon Day since 1988 indicate lower

reproductive rates in Glacier compared to the rest of
Montana. So, in 2005 a Citizen Science Project was
created in order to train volunteers to enhance studies
on this beautiful Montana Species of Special Concern.
Jamie will talk about the life cycle of the loons,
showing some exquisite photographs, and also
describe the unique Crown of the Continent Research
Learning Center at Glacier.

The meeting begins at 7:00 P.M. on Thursday,
February 15, at the Hamilton Elks Lodge, 203 State
Street in Hamilton. The meeting is open to the public
and there is no charge for admission.

/s/ Marshall Bloom



Bitterroot Cross Country

Ski Club Meeting

The Bitterroot Cross Country Ski Club will hold its
monthly meeting on Thursday, February 8 at

7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 1220
West Main Street in Hamilton. Local Physical
Therapist Doug Martin will present a program on “the
prevention and rehabilitation of cross country ski-
related injuries.” Those attending are encouraged to
bring nonperishable food items to be donated to
Haven House.

/s/ Bob Schumaker

January - A Record Setting Month

On the morning of January 12", we knew it was
going to be cold at Chief Joe because Lost Trail
Powder Mountain announced they would not be open!
When we pulled in to the Sula Store to have our usual
great breakfast, they had a frozen pipe so ... no water
and no breakfast! I suggested the guys take a peanut
butter cookie! When we arrived at the Pass, Mel
checked the thermometer and it was minus 28° F! (At
the Hut, their thermometer was at -30° but warmed up
to -25°.) Our machines were a bit “balky” but once
they were running, they all ran great. Mel, Jim and |
all had adequate cold weather gear and did amazingly
well. Mel had so many layers of face masks, neck

gaiters and balaclava’s that his ski goggles fogged
over! We made a trip to the Hut and everybody was
doing great and three of them were heading out on
their skis. We did an abbreviated job of grooming and
track setting on most of the upper trails and then we
loaded our equipment and headed down. I promised
the guys we would not break this record!

Based on the number of vehicles in the parking lot
on Saturday the 20" and 27", it would be reasonable
to suggest that our trails are getting lots of skiers and
snowshoers. And lots of new faces.

On the 27", we had one of the very best days for
our fifteenth annual ski lessons. A combination of
sunny weather, great snow, super tracks, 40+ very
attentive and enthusiastic students and a great group
of teachers. A very special “Thank You” to Jim
Aronson, Carol Battcher, George Corn, Pat and Ed
Hastings, Mike Hoyt, Bill McCrum, Mel Mooers,
Steve Powell, Mary Ellen Reese, Lindaand Bill Stout,
and Bill Sweet for doing a superb job teaching and
making all the folks who came for lessons feel so
much at home. As I have shared before, our lessons
build us a lot of new friends and potential members.

Our grooming operation could benefit with the
addition of some steel weights —25-50 pounders. If
you, by chance, have an old weight set with steel or
cast iron weights and you are not using the heavy
ones, we could put them to good use. Thanks.

/s/ Gordon

JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

January 11, 2007
by Kay Fulton

The meeting was called to order by New President George Corn at 7:15. There were 33 in attendance. The first order
of business was from Linda Stoudt and friends. They presented George with a sweatshirt and yearbook from his alma mater,
Wofford College, along with a tape of the school song (which George sang for us!)!

Treasurer’s Report by Ed Hastings: Checking , $3,624; Savings, $3,078; Total, $6,702.

Donation Boxes for 12/10 -18, $604 .
Membership: Jack Losensky reported 294. Still down from last year with 33 families who have not renewed this year.

Old Busines:

Cancellation System: Earl Phillips reported that he has been able to fill 10 for 10 on the cancellations. He has 58 people
on his waiting list.

5013c Application Process: Mel Mooers reported that he met with the attorney on Wednesday and other than an update
on the fiscal information to include all of 2006, the application is finished and the attorney will send it forward soon. He did
not anticipate any problems. Thanks, Mel, for all the hard work.
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EXTRAVAGANZA: Tickets were being sold at the meeting. Mary Ellen Reese had taken the tickets to businesses in
Hamilton and Missoula and asked them to sell tickets for us. They were happy to do that. The Reese’s are giving their night
at the cabin to the business that sells the most tickets. The tickets will be sold until Feb. 20" and the winning ticket will be
drawn at the County Attorney’s office on the 21* or 22"

Trails Report by Gordon Reese:

SKI LESSONS WILL BE HELD ON JANUARY 27™ : Good news that we will have ski lessons after all.
Announcements will be published in the newspapers and on the radio, as well as flyers posted in businesses, at the Hut, etc.
Lessons will begin at 1:00 p.m. and participants and teachers should be at the trail head at 12:30.

There was new snow last Friday and the groomers groomed Friday and Tuesday. They will go up again tomorrow, Friday,
because they are having some problems with the old machine and want to evaluate it before taking it in again for repair.

Toilet Cleaning Volunteers: Kay thanked the many volunteers who are helping keep our toilets clean. Your efforts are
greatly appreciated.

Grant Application:

Gordon has also started the process of applying, for the fourth time since 1993, for a grant from the Federal Recreation
and Trails program, which is through the Federal Highways gas rebate program for off-road use. It is administered by Fish,
Wildlife and Parks. We have been successful all four times and he is hoping that we can be again so that we can replace the
‘94 Alpine. Jim Anderson, Mary Morris and Jim Aronson have had experience with this grant in Darby and have agreed to
help. Gordon also has a copy of a grant submitted by Missoula’s Nordic Club. Itis a long process that will take a lot of work.
The application is due July 1* and we will not find out until December, which means there could not be a new machine until
the winter of 2008-2009. Gordon will need to have the Club approve the application in March or April. Thanks, Gordon,
for taking on this huge task.

Membership Renewals / Dues BITTERROOT XC SKI CLUB
Annual Memberships EXP IRE November 1! President George Comn 363.1163
Renew your membership now! corn4 @bresnan.net
INDIVIDUAL $15 + FAMILY $25 Vice-Preside nt Mel Mooers 961-3163
SUPPORTING INDIVIDUAL $30 m.mooersmt @juno.com
SUPPORTING FAMILY $40 Treasurer Jeane Lippert 642-3379
LIFE MEMBER - $500 jeaneenaej @cybernetl.com
MEMBERSHIP DUES Secretary 1@ Pullon pazsTet
kayinmt @cybernetl.com
Nov. 1, 2006 - Oct. 31, 2007 Membership Jack Losensky 961-3757
MAIL TO: Bitterroot Cross-Country Ski Club losensky @bitterroot .net
PO Box 431, Corvallis, MT 59828 Newsletter
Name(s) Editor ial Dan Dri.scol | 375-9967
dandriscoll32_@msn.com
Production Shermans 961-3355
Mailing Barb Losensky 961-3757
Address: E-mail Toddy Perrym an 961-4959
brxcski @logonfrog.ne”t
City ST Zip Programs Bob & Bar bara Schumaker 363-0364
Phone: bobcat@montana.com
E-mail: Trails Gordon Ree se 642-3007
Type of Membership: Trail Map Michelle Tho mpson 375-9524
(Listed above) Webmaster Pat Patters on 363-4192
Amount.enclosed: $ I CLP@bitterroot .com
Newsletter preference: (Check all that apply) Website http ://www.bi tterrootxcs kiclub.net
Sendby USPS__ ; Send bye-mail ____ . . )
Warming Hut Reservations (USFS Wisdo m) 689-3371
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